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And the interest, in the main, is only the thought
of Happiness.

Why then do we not march openly under its
banner? Why do we not bow before its ubiquity,
embracing, as it does, even our dreams and the
aspirations of the soul? Let us try to direct its
power, to study its operation, to facilitate its
beneficent evolution, to make its laws triumph.
Let us, in short, try to render it a science.

VII. Why should we scorn happiness, joy?
According to Spinoza, jo^is,,p^rfection. Morality
based solely upon duty, has failed. We no
longer believe in Kant, but we believe more and
more in the only real thing which exists in us,
that which, in spite of ourselves and even against
our will, guides and leads us: the perception and
even the appetite for Happiness.

When this consciousness is perfected and en-
nobled, Humanity, in its turn, will find itself
ennobled and perfected.

All the conflicts of bygone centuries waged
around the moral ideal have for their purpose the
crushing or the triumph of the ego, the renuncia-
tion of human personality or its free development.
Self, trampled down and destroyed, became the
synonym of virtue. On its ruins were expected
to grow the divine qualities of man, as if a luxuriant